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SMT. PURNIMA MAHATO

Smt. Purnima Mahato, an internationally recognized National Archery Coach
of India and a distinguished recipient of the Dronacharya Award, epitomizes
excellence and dedication in the realm of archery.

2. Born on 15" August, 1976 in Jamshedpur, Jharkhand Smt. Mahato's archery
journey began at age 10, sparked by a training session at an institute linked to the
Tata academy, with nothing but a homemade bow and arrow and her family's full
support. In 1987, her commitment to archery took a professional turn as she joined
the Tata Archery Academy in Jamshedpur for formal training.

3. As an esteemed sportsperson, Smt. Mahato had an illustrious -career,
representing India in various international championships between 1993 and 1998.
Her participation spanned prestigious events such as the Asian Games,
Commonwealth Games, and International Archery World Cups, through which she
significantly contributed to her nation's glory on the international stage. She was
adjudged the Best Player of the National Games held at Pune in 1994 and was
awarded Outstanding Sportsperson (female), on winning 6 Gold Medals.

4. After a remarkable career in archery, Smt. Mahato continued her legacy as a
distinguished coach by nurturing the next generation of archers. Since 2000, she
has dedicated over two decades to developing India's top archery talents, marking
her as one of India's longest-serving female archery coaches. Under her guidance,
the Indian Women's Archery team has soared to new heights, gaining international
fame and recognition. Smt. Mahato has coached eminent archers such as Dola
Banerjee, Deepika Kumari, Komalika Bari, Pranitha, and Bhajan Kaur, who have
excelled in international competitions and become well-known figures in India.

S. Smt. Mahato's coaching career exemplifies excellence through her use of
advanced techniques, support from key institutions like the Government of India
and Tata Archery Academy, and a personal approach that goes beyond mere skills.
A recipient of the prestigious Dronacharya Award, Purnima Mahato is celebrated
not just for her contribution to the sport but for embodying the virtues that make a
true guru.
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